


ABOUT THE CALENDAR
Tallahassee Community College is proud to 
present its 24th Annual Cherry Hall Alexander 
African American History Calendar. This year’s 
theme, “African Americans and the Arts” 
features individuals that work to preserve 
history and community memory as well as 

for empowerment through fields of artistic 
and cultural expressions. These fields include 
honorees within culinary, fashion, film, music, 
literature, performing and visual arts.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 29 30 31 1

1901 - Birth of poet, novelist, and 
playwright, Langston Hughes.

2 3 

1870 - The 15th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was ratified.

4 

1913 – Birth of civil rights advocate, 
Rosa Parks.

2007 - African American head coaches, 
Tony Dungy (Colts) and Lovie Smith 
(Bears), coached in Superbowl XLI.

5 6 7 8 9 

1952 - Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man won 
the National Book Award.

10 

1989 - Ronald Brown was the first Black 
person elected as National Chairman of 
the Democratic Party.

11 12 13 14
Valentine’s  
Day

15 

  

 

1804 - New Jersey Legislature approved a 
law calling for the “gradual” emancipation 
of Blacks.

16 17

18 19 
President’s 
Day

1942 - Army Air Corps’ all-African 
American 100th Pursuit Squadron was 
activated at Tuskegee Institute.

20 21 

1965 - Malcolm X was assassinated in 
New York.

22 23 24

25 
1870 - Senator Hiram Revels of Mississippi 
became the first Black man to sit in the 
U.S. Senate.

2022 - Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson is 
nominated to become the 116th Associate 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. She 
would be the first Black woman justice 
ever to serve on the Court.

26 

1869 - Congress passed the 15th 
Constitutional Amendment.

27 28 29 1 2

FEBRUARY





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

25 26 27 28 29 1 2 

1867 - Howard University was founded.

3 

1820 - The Missouri Compromise approved 
by Congress.

4 5 6 

1857 - The Dred Scott vs. Sanford case 
was decided by the U.S. Supreme Court.

7

1985 - Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie 
released “We are the World” for African 
famine relief.

8 9

10

1913 – Harriet Tubman, Conductor of the 
Underground Railroad, died at 91.

11 12

1932 – Birth of Andrew Young, former UN 
Ambassador.

13

1866 - Congress passed the first Civil 
Rights Act over the veto of then-President 
Andrew Jackson.

14 15 16

1827 - Publication of first Black-owned 
newspaper, “Freedom Journal” began.

17
St. Patrick’s 
Day

18 19 20 

1852 - Uncle Tom’s Cabin was published 
based on the life of a Maryland Slave.

21

1856 – Birth of Henry Ossian Flipper, the 
first Black graduate of the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.

22

1972 – U.S. Senate passed the Equal 
Rights Amendment.

23

2010 - President Barack Obama signs the 
Affordable Care Act into law.

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

MARCH

Easter 

31





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

31 1
April Fools‘
Day

2 3 4 

1968 - The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee.

5 6

1909 - Matthew Henson reached the 
North Pole.

7 8

1974 - Henry “Hank” Aaron hits his 715th 
home run, breaking Babe Ruth’s record 
and becoming Major League Baseball’s 
all-time home run leader.

9 10 11 12

1861 – U.S. Civil War began at 4:30 a.m.

13

14 15
Tax Day

1945 - Jackie Robinson joins the Brooklyn 
Dodgers.

16

1862 - Slavery was abolished in the 
District of Columbia.

17 18 19 20

1990 - Oakland hosted the first Bay Area 
Black Filmmakers Festival.

21 22
Earth Day

23 24 25

1917 – Jazz singer, Ella Fitzgerald born in 
New Port News, Virginia.

1944 - The United Negro College Fund was 
established.

26 27

1927 – Coretta King, widow of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., born in Marion, Alabama.

2015 - Loretta Lynch becomes the first 
African American woman to serve as 
Attorney General of the United States.

28

1967 - Muhammad Ali refused induction 
into the U.S. Army.

29

1899 – Duke Ellington, conductor, lyricist, 
and pianist, born in Washington, D.C.

30 1 2 3 4

APRIL





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

5

1905 – Robert Sengstacke Abbott 
published the first 300 copies of the 
Chicago Defender newspaper.

6 7 8

1753 – Birth of Phillis Wheatley who 
published poems of various subjects, 
Religious, and Moral.

9 10 11

12
Mother’s
Day

13

1950 - Birth of composer and musician, 
Steveland Judkins, best known as Stevie 
Wonder.

14 15

1890 - Sgt. William McBryar received the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for actions
against “hostiles.”

16 17

1954 - The Supreme Court ruled in Brown 
vs. Board of Education that it is illegal to 
segregate schools.

18

19 20

1865 – Tallahassee, Florida, was notified of 
the abolition of slavery.

21

1943 – Leonard Roy Harmon became the 
first African American sailor to have war-
ship (USS Harmon) named after him.

22 23 24

1856 - Abolitionist John Brown led the 
attack on Pottawatomie, Kansas.

25

26 27
Memorial
Day

1936 – Actor Louis Gossett, Jr. born in 
Brooklyn, New York. He won the Academy 
Award for ”An Officer and a Gentleman.”

28 29

1989 - The remains of 19 Black Union 
soldiers were reburied in U.S. National 
Cemetery in Beaufort, South Carolina.

30 31 1

MAY





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2

1875  - Bishop James Augustine Healy was 
installed as the first Black Roman Catholic 
Bishop in the U.S.

3 4

1987 - Dr. Mae Jemison was selected to 
begin training as a space shuttle astronaut.

5 6 7 8

1953 - The U.S. Supreme Court banned 
segregation in Washington, 
D.C. restaurants.

9 10 11 12

1963 - Mississippi NAACP Secretary and 
Civil Rights leader Medgar Evers was 
assassinated by a sniper in Jackson, 
Mississippi.

13

1967 - Thurgood Marshall became the 
first Black person nominated, and later 
confirmed, for a seat on the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

14
Flag Day

15

1864 - Congress equalized salaries and 
supplies for Negro Black troops.

16
Father’s 
Day

17 18 19
Juneteenth

20 21 22

1937 - Boxer Joe Louis Barrow became 
Heavyweight Champion of the World.

23
1899 - Private Fitz Lee awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for bravery.

24

2022 - Ketanji Brown Jackson was sworn 
in as the 116th Associate Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, becoming the first Black 
woman and first former public defender to 
serve on the Court.

25 26 27 28 29

30

JUNE





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

30 1 2

1777 – Vermont became the first state to 
abolish slavery.

3 4
Independence
Day

1881 - Tuskegee Normal School opened 
with Booker T. Washington as the first 
president.

5 6

7

1906 – Birth of baseball legend, Satchel 
Paige, in Mobile, Alabama.

8 9

1893 - Dr. Daniel Hale Williams performed 
what is believed to be the first open-heart 
surgery.

10

1875 – Birth of the founder of Bethune 
Cookman College, Mary McLeod Bethune, 
in Maysville, South Carolina.

11 12 13

14

1862 - All wounded Civil War veterans 
began receiving a $50 monthly pension.

15 16

1991 - Jazz singer, Miles Davis, named a 
Knight in the Legion of Honor.

17

1862 - Congress approved arming Blacks 
as soldiers in the Union Army.

18 19 20

21

1896 - The National Association of 
Colored Women was formed.

22 23 24

1651 - Anthony Johnson granted 250 acres 
of farmland.

25 26 27

28 29 30

1854 - Immigrant Aid Society founded 
in Kansas.

31 1 2 3

JULY





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 29 30 31 1 2

1924 - Birth of novelist James Baldwin.

3

1986 - Blacks comprised 6.2% of the 4,023 
full-time career U.S. State Department 
employees.

4

1961 – Birth of President Barack Obama.

5 6 7 8

1977 - Martin Dihigo, John Henry Lloyd, 
and Ernie Banks, of the Negro League, 
were inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame.

9 10

11

1965 - The first day of the so-called 
“Watts Riot.”

1973 – Bronx, New York, debut as the 
birthplace of hip-hop.

12 13 14 15

1887 - Eatonville, Florida, the oldest all-
Black town in the U.S. was founded. 

16 17

1887 - Birth of abolitionist Marcus Garvey.

18 19 20 21 22 23

1796 - The African Methodist Episcopal 
Church was incorporated.

24

25

1994 - Federal appeal court reopened 
Rodney King case.

26 27 28

1955 - Emmitt Till kidnapped from uncle’s 
home in Mississippi by two white men.

29

1958 – Birth of Michael Jackson, King 
of Pop.

30

1967 - Thurgood Marshall becomes the 
first Black Justice confirmed by the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

31

AUGUST





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

1975 - Lt. General Daniel “Chappie” James 
was promoted to General and became first 
Black officer to make four-star rank.

2
Labor 
Day

3

1838 - Disguised as a sailor, Frederick 
Douglass escaped to freedom in the 
North.

4

1848 - Birth of inventor Lewis Howard 
Latimer.

5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12

1992 - Engineer and physician Mae 
Jemison becomes the first Black woman 
to fly in space.

13 14

15

1830 - Blacks held 1st National Con-
vention at Mother Bethel AME Church in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

1884 - Bill to establish FAMU sponsored 
by T.V.R. Gibb.

16 17

1891 - Captain William Wilson received 
Congressional Medal of Honor.

18 19

1893 - E.R. Robinson patented the electric 
railway trolley.

1963 - Iota Phi Theta fraternity founded at 
Morgan State.

20 21

1872 - John H. Conyers, became the first 
Black admitted to U.S. Naval Academy.

22 23

1864 - Thirteen Blacks won the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.

24

1957 - Army paratroopers sent to 
Arkansas for nine Black students’ 
admittance to school.

2016 - The National Museum of African 
American History and Culture opens as the 
newest Smithsonian Institution Museum 
along Washington, D.C.’s National Mall.

25 26 27 28

29

1784 - First African Masonic Lodge #459 
established.

1910 - The National Urban League was 
incorporated.

30 1 2 3 4 5

SEPTEMBER





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 1

1989 - Army Gen. Colin Powell became 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

2

1971 - Soul Train, created by Don 
Cornelius, is nationally syndicated.

3

1887 – Florida A&M University was 
founded.

4

1864 - New Orleans Tribune newspaper 
began publication.

5

6 7 8

1941 - Jesse Jackson, Civil Rights leader, 
born in Greenville, South Carolina.

9 10

1899 - I. R. Johnson patented the bicycle 
frame.

11 12

13 14
Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day

1964 - Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his civil 
rights leadership of non-violence.

15

1991 - Clarence Thomas was confirmed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

16
1995 - Million Man March in Washington, 
D.C.

1968 - U.S. 200-meter sprint medalists 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos, who won 
the gold and bronze respectively, raise 
their fists in a Black power salute during 
the playing of the national anthem at the 
1968 Mexico City Olympics.

17

1969 - Clifton R. Wharton became the first 
Black president of a predominately white 
university, Michigan State.

18 19

20 21 22

1990 - Civil Rights Act adopted by U.S. 
Senate, vetoed by President Bush.

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
Halloween

1 2

OCTOBER





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7

1989 - David Dinkens became New York 
City’s first Black mayor.

8 9

10 11
Veterans Day

12

1922 - Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority 
founded at Butler University.

13 14 15

1966 - Bill Russell became the first Black 
coach of the Boston Celtics team; first 
Black to coach in NBA.

16

1944 - Black women were admitted to 
the Navy WAVES (Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service).

17

1911 - Omega Psi Phi Fraternity founded 
at Howard University.

18

1955 - Roy Wilkins named Executive 
Secretary of NAACP.

1949 - Jackie Robinson awarded the 
Freedom Foundation Medal.

19 20

1989 - Frederick C. Gregory became the 
first Black to command a space shuttle 
with the launch of Discovery.

21 22 23

1897 - J. L. Love patented the pencil 
sharpener.

24 25 26 27

1990 - Charles Johnson awarded the 
National Book Award for fiction.

28
Thanksgiving 
Day

29 30

NOVEMBER





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

1955 - Rosa Parks was arrested for 
refusing to give up her bus seat to a 
white man.

2 3 4

1906 - Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity founded 
at Cornell University.

5

1846 - Committee on Civil Rights was 
organized by Executive Order.

1955 - Martin Luther King, Jr. organized 
the Birmingham Bus Boycott, marking the 
beginning of the Civil Rights Movement.

6 7

8 9 10

1950 - Dr. Ralph Bunche became the first 
Black recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize.

11 12 13 14

1829 - Birth of John Mercer Langston, 
first Black elected to public office in the 
United States.

15

1791 - Bill of Rights took effect.

16 17 18 19 20 21

22

1943 - W. E. B. DuBois became the first 
Black elected to the National Institute of 
Arts and Letters.

23

1867 - Madam C. J. Walker, the first Black 
female millionaire, was born.

24
Christmas 
Eve

25
Christmas 
Day

Hanukkah
Starts

26

1908 - Jack Johnson became the first 
Black Heavyweight Boxing Champion.

27 28

29 30

1800 - Blacks represented 20 percent of 
the U.S. population.

31
New Year’s 
Eve

1 2 3 4

DECEMBER





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 31 1
New Year’s 
Day

1863 - Proclamation issued emancipation 
of slaves in Georgia, Florida and South 
Carolina overruled by Pres. Lincoln.

2
Hanukkah
Ends

3 4

5

1911 - Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity founded 
at Indiana University.

6 7 8 9

1914 - Phi Beta Sigma fraternity founded 
at Howard University.

10

1957 - Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference founded in Atlanta, Georgia.

11

12 13

1913 - Delta Sigma Theta Sorority founded 
at Howard University.

14 15

1908 - Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
founded at Howard University.

16

1920 - Zeta Phi Beta Sorority founded at 
Howard University.

17 18

19 20
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

2001 - Colin Powell is appointed the first Black 
Secretary of State.

2021 - Kamala Harris is sworn in as the first female 
Vice President, also making her the first Black and 
South Asian American to hold the position.

21

2007 - Lovie Smith, head coach for the 
Chicago Bears, was the first African 
American to coach an NFL team in a 
Superbowl.

1969 - New York Representative Shirley 
Chisholm is sworn in as the first Black 
woman elected to Congress.

22 23 24

1987 - Segregationists taunted civil rights 
marchers enroute to the Georgia capital.

25

1980 - Black Entertainment Television 
(BET) network launched.

26

2005 - Condoleezza Rice takes office as 
the first Black woman Secretary of State.

27 28

1986 - Black astronaut Ronald McNair was 
killed on the space shuttle Challenger.

29 30 31

1865 - The 13th Amendment was adopted 
by the 38th Congress which abolished 
slavery.

1

JANUARY








